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A letter from

HRH Prince Jigyel Ugyen Wangchuck

Representative of His Majesty the King and the President, Bhutan Olympic Committee

I first met Mr. Yasuo Miyazawa during a visit to Japan in May, 2016. SEISA had invited a delegation
from the Bhutan Olympic Committee, to discuss on the development of sports for the Tokyo 2020
Olympics I Paralympic and beyond.

I expected to meet a somber, serious Japanese in a suit, but the man I met was exactly the opposite of
that. Relaxed, laid back and easily excitable, Mr. Yasuo Miyazawa exulted a sense of umbleness, one who
was comfortable in his own skin, and in his jeans. But behind his calm and patient composure was a
man, filled with determination, and who possessed an overwhelming range of experiences under his
belt. I could not help, but immediately connect with him, to listen and
learn from him, about his dreams, his sense to help and to try and change the world in his own way,
which were unorthodox and oftentimes bordering on the radical.

It was then that this unique seed of friendship and partnership with Mr. Miyazawa was planted,
which has now turned out to be a crucial moment for the benefit of sports development in Bhutan. With
a common goal shared by both Bhutan Olympic Committee and SIESA, we agreed upon the importance
of sports in the education system and its contribution to the development of the individual, society and
the country, and our friendship and partnership has thus flourished.

Mr. Miyazawa and SEISA have become an integral partner of the Bhutan Olympic Committee and
brought together many other relevant stakeholders, agencies and official personnel from Japan to
promote sports in Bhutan, with an immediate importance given to specifically prepare Bhutanese
athletes for the upcoming 2020 Olympic and Paralympic in Tokyo.

Mr. Miyazawa has since then made several trips to Bhutan and we have had ample time further grow
our friendship, given our numerous shared interests. In April 2017, I made a second visit to Japan in
Shinagawa, Tokyo, where Mr. Miyazawa and SIESA group spear headed the SEISA- BOC (Bhutan
Olympic Committee) project in Japan. This project was received well by the people of Kanagawa and
SEISA had offers from other towns in Kanagawa and cities to include them in future SEISA
partnerships. Mr. Miyazawa also drafted an action plan for sports development in close consultation
with the Bhutan Olympic Committee and the federations, the establishment of Bhutan Paralympic
Committee and with the concerned agencies in Japan. Mr. Miyazawa and SIESA has become an
influential force to strengthen the future of sports education and development in Bhutan, but more than

that he has grown to be an invaluably close friend of mine and Bhutan.
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